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Cryptosporidium is a protozoan parasite which can be transmitted via food and water. Some studies have shown
irrigation water to be routes of transmission for Cryptosporidium into the food chain, however, little information
is known about Cryptosporidium levels in wastewater used for irrigation in the Kumasi Metropolis of Ghana.
Kumasi and for that matter Ghana is not immune to the widespread practice of wastewater irrigation for farm
produce in developing countries which has attracted attention of both, policy makers and academia. However,
most previous studies of microbial risk assessment focus on the possible health eﬀects and risk estimation for
consumers of wastewater irrigated produce, whereas farmers who actually come into direct contact with the
wastewater have received little attention. This study estimated the possible risk/diseases from farmer exposure
to Cryptosporidium, a zoonotic pathogen causing gastroenteritis. The results indicate high positive levels of
Cryptosporidium in the irrigation water, however, the levels of Cryptosporidium decreases during the rainfall
seasons, risk assessment results show that, farmers face a higher risk of being infected by Cryptosporidium due to
frequent exposure to wastewater. An adoption of a possible on-farm wastewater treatment option was found to
reduce the risk of infection of the farmers. The results of this study highlight the need for a proactive policy to
integrate a multi-barrier approach to reduce direct contact of farmers with wastewater for irrigation, to minimise
risk of infection.

1. Introduction
Farmers cultivating lands in urban and peri-urban areas in most
developing countries are known to use wastewater, mainly due to inaccessibility of fresh water. Wastewater is also a known public health
concern, as a source of disease-causing microorganisms (Amoah et al.,
2005; Drechsel et al., 2009; Keraita et al., 2002). Sources of water used
by farmers for irrigation in urban and peri-urban areas include industrial, domestic, and agricultural wastewater. This may lead to contamination by oocysts of the human pathogen Cryptosporidium spp. that
originates from infected humans and animals.

*

1

The protozoan parasite Cryptosporidium is a zoonotic pathogen
capable of infecting the epithelial cell lining of the digestive tract of
various host species including humans. The oocysts, which are environmentally robust, are responsible for several outbreaks of waterborne diseases worldwide, leading to serious implications for public
health (Fayer et al., 2000; Mara and Nigel, 2003). Several studies on
risk assessment with respect to consumption of vegetable produce
grown on land irrigated with wastewater and the accidental ingestion
of Cryptosporidium-infested wastewater have been reported (Mota et al.,
2009; Teunis et al., 2002).
In Kumasi-Ghana, vegetable farming activities are mainly situated
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as the owners of the farms. The ﬁeld study did not involve endangered
or protected species nor was it conducted in any protected area.

in low lands and are usually in close proximity to water bodies. It is
estimated that, about 59 hectares of urban and peri-urban lands are
invested into vegetable farming during the dry season, with a corresponding 48 hectares in the wet season (Keraita et al., 2014a). Studies
(Drechsel and Keraita, 2014) have shown that, most farmers within the
peri-urban centres rely on the use of wastewater for irrigation purposes.
Moreover, other previous studies have shown that, there is high levels
of Cryptosporidium spp. in these irrigated waters used by farmers in
Kumasi (Petersen, 2015; Samposn, 2015) and again, several studies in
Ghana (Adjei et al., 2003, 2004; Mor and Tzipori, 2008; Opintan et al.,
2010; Eibach et al., 2015) have conﬁrm human cases of Cryptosporidium spp. infections both in Kumasi and Accra.
In general, most Quantitative Microbial Risk Assessment (QMRA)
measures of possible risk as a result of exposure to pathogens have
focussed on health risks to consumers; however, less attention has been
directed towards the risk to farmers exposed to wastewater used for
irrigation in both, urban and peri-urban irrigation centres of food
production. The aim of the study is to evaluate Cryptosporidium spp.
concentrations in wastewater used by farmers in Kumasi, Ghana and
the health risk associated with the accidental ingestion of wastewater
by farmers who are frequently exposed.

2.1. Water sample collection and processing
All farms obtain irrigational water from diﬀerent sources. Farm 1 in
Ahodwo receives irrigational water from a stream-water using a pump
where upstream wastewater from the Komfo Anokye Teaching Hospital
(KATH) enters. Farm 2 in Chirepatre Estate receives irrigational water
from two sources: a manually-dug well and a stream-water that is
joined upstream, by eﬄuents from a waste stabilization pond which
also receives water from private houses in the vicinity, and run oﬀ from
nearby green areas. Farm 3 in Twumduase receives irrigational water
solely from 2 manually-dug wells. Farm 4 in Boadi receives irrigational
water from a stream-water that is joined by various streams from surrounding communities (Fig. 1).
Collection of water samples was done twice per month from April
2014 to January 2015. Samples were taken within the two predominant
weather seasons in Ghana, wet season (April–September) and dry
season (October to March), samples were taken from all water sources
per farms as described by Duhain (2011) and Chaidez et al. (2005).
Volumes of 100 l were ﬁltered through polypropylene, 1-mm-poresize
ﬁlters from each sampling point, samples were taken from the water
source 20–30 cm beneath the water surface. Seventy-two (72) surface
water samples were collected at each of the farms.
After sampling, each ﬁlter was placed in portable coolers for
transport to the Biochemistry Department of Kwame Nkrumah
University of Science and Technology (KNUST), Kumasi, for analyses
using the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Information Collection
Rule Method (USEPA, 1995). For the puriﬁcation of Cryptosporidium,

2. Material and methods
This study was conducted on farms at four study sites, namely,
Ahodwo, Chirepatre Estate, Twumduase, and Boadi (Fig. 1), all located
within the Kumasi Metropolis of the Ashanti Region in Ghana. Water
samples were collected between April 2014 and January 2015 and the
permission to use these sites for the study was obtained from the Waste
Management Department of the Kumasi Metropolitan Assembly as well

Fig. 1. Farm sites from where wastewater samples were collected in Kumasi, Ghana.
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the ﬁlters were cut lengthwise and hand washed for 30 min with eluting
solution as described in Mota et al. (2009). The eluting solution was
concentrated by centrifugation, the supernatant was aspirated, and the
ﬁlter sediment was resuspended in elution solution at the Department
of Parasitology of the Noguchi Memorial Institute for Medical Research,
University of Ghana. The concentrates were further puriﬁed by the
ﬂotation puriﬁcation protocol. Finally, the sample was stained with a
speciﬁc ﬂuorescent antibody, and Cryptosporidium was identiﬁed
based on size, shape, and ﬂuorescence with an epiﬂuorescent microscope and polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The presence of parasites
was reported in numbers of (oo)cysts per 100 l of surface water sample.
When the parasites were not detected, the parasite level was reported as
less than the detection limit.
Paired sample test was used to investigate into the signiﬁcance of
Cryptosporidium spp. in the irrigation waters of the various farms for wet
and dry seasons. Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) was also used to determine whether there were any statistically signiﬁcant diﬀerences
between the means of Cryptosporidium spp. concentration data among
the farms, the data were assumed to be independent (unrelated from
various farms and each season) groups. This procedure compares the
means between the groups of interest and determines whether any of
those means were statistically signiﬁcantly diﬀerent from each other.
Speciﬁcally, it tests the null hypothesis: The Cryptosporidium spp. concentration means from the various farms were all statistically equal.
The Cryptosporidium spp. concentrations from the various farms were
then pooled after analysis of variance (ANOVA) showed no signiﬁcant
diﬀerences among the wastewater source from the farms as well as for
the seasons.

Table 1
Input parameters for dose response model and risk characterisation.
Values

No of Cryptosporidium oocysts/
100 l of irrigation water
(oocysts/l)
Recovery eﬃciency (%)
Volume of irrigation water
accidentally ingested/aerosol
inhalation (ml/day)
Percentage of infectious oocysts
(%)
Three pond water treatment system
(logs)
Simple sedimentation system (logs)
Simple ﬁltration system (logs)

Range <52–105;
geometric meana
83.46
Uniformb (15,20)
Uniform (1,5)

Point Estimate: 41
Uniform (1,2)

Reference

Seidu et al. (2008),
WHO (2006)
Ryu and
Abbaszadegan (2008)
Amoah et al. (2011)

Uniform (0.5,1)
Uniform (1,3)

a
Geometric mean is deﬁned as the nth root of the product of n numbers,
thus with set
1
n
of numbers x1, x2, ..., xn, the geometric mean is given as (∏k = 1 x k ) n = n x1 × x2 ×⋯×xn .
b
Distribution: Uniform(minimum value, maximum value).

R is the recovery eﬃciency of the detection method used (%); I is the
percentage of infectious oocysts (%); and V is the volume of wastewater
accidentally ingested by farmers during irrigation(ml/day) (Mara et al.,
2007; Petterson et al., 2007), and Q is the log reduction due to adopted
on farm wastewater treatment option.
For this study, lower, upper and mean concentrations were used.
The lower concentration was used to represent the detection limit of the
method used to enumerate the Cryptosporidium spp. and the recovery
eﬃciency (R) were determined from seeded limits conducted in the
same laboratory and averaged 15% to 20% range of the
Cryptosporidum spp.
Moreover, as previously reported (Mota et al., 2009; Ryu and
Abbaszadegan, 2008; Hamilton et al., 2006), all oocysts detected were
considered to be equally transferrable during accidental ingestion of
water. Additionally, infectivity of the detectable oocysts was considered
as 0.41 (Ryu and Abbaszadegan, 2008). Limited information is currently available regarding accidental ingestion of wastewater during
irrigation, however, this was assumed to be uniformly distributed from
1 to 5 ml to account for the use of improvised equipment for irrigation
practices (WHO, 2006) whilst the total exposure of farmers was also
estimated to be a little over 2 months from sowing to harvest of vegetable produce. Thus, 60–70 days (Seidu et al., 2008) and quantiﬁed
with uniform distribution. The total exposure estimated represented a
single planting season, however, in this paper such an exposure is taken
throughout the year, since farmers engaged in continuous farming due
to the demand of vegetable products on the market. Q describes the log
reduction for three scenarios of an adopted on-farm water treatment
options which includes three tank system with log reduction of 1–2
logs, simple ﬁltration with 1–3logs reduction and simple sedimentation
0.5–1logs of reduction (Amoah et al., 2011). All input parameters are
indicated in Table 1.

2.2. Exposure assessment of farmers
Exposure assessment method addresses the likelihood of exposure to
a hazard occurrence, which describes the quantity of hazard in the
exposure (Ryu and Abbaszadegan, 2008). The exposure route was deﬁned as the risk of exposure through accidental ingestion of wastewater as a result of irrigation processes by the farmers. The exposure
pathway begins with hospital waste-water, domestic waste-water,
Greenﬁeld run-oﬀ, dug-well water entering a secondary water sources
depending on the Farm practice where that particular farm gets its
sources of water for irrigation. Concentration of other pathogens
(viruses, bacteria, helminths, protozoans) have been found in these
sources of water for irrigation in previous studies(Amoah et al., 2005,
2007; Silverman et al., 2013; Keraita et al., 2013; Drechsel et al., 2009).
Upon entry into the water bodies, farmers fetch water manually with
their watering cans from their water sources and applied on the vegetable plant (overhead spray irrigation) using the same watering cans.
Predominantly, farmers use two watering cans to fetch water concurrently for irrigation, it is estimated that, one watering can as use in
Ghana has a capacity of 15 l of water (Drechsel and Keraita, 2014),
moreover, no protective clothing are worn during irrigation thereby
exposing them to both direct accidental ingestion of wastewater,
dermal contact as well as aerosol inhalation . A simple on-farm treatment options (three tank system, simple sedimentation and simple ﬁltration) were used as a basic treatment for waters collected for irrigation to reduce the log reduction of pathogen concentration and oﬀer
some form of treatment to the waste-water as well as to reduce the risk
of farmers (Keraita et al., 2014b; Amoah et al., 2011).
Exposure assessment was built with the use of stochastic (random)
technique for the input parameters shown in Table 1. The pathogen
dose (oocysts/day) ingested at each exposure for a farmer accidentally
ingesting wastewater assumed to be contaminated was modiﬁed from
earlier work by Mara et al. (2007) represented by,

d = Craw × R−1 × I × V × ‵10−Q

Parameter

2.3. Mathematical modelling approach

2.4. Dose response assessment
The dose response model used for Cryptosporidium infection was an
exponential model given by (Furumoto and Ray, 1967)

Pinf (d ) = 1 − exp[−r *d]

(2)

where r is the dose parameter for Cryptosporidium, in this study, the
value of r was taken to be 5.7 × 10−2 (Teunis et al., 2002). In Ghana
human cases of Cryptosporidium spp. infections have been conﬁrmed
by several studies (Adjei et al., 2003, 2004; Opintan et al., 2010)

(1)

where `d is the dose (oocysts/day) accidentally ingested by farmer, Craw
is the concentration of detectable (oo)cyst (oocyst/100 l) in wastewater;
3
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normally from diarrheic patients caused by Cryptosporidium parvum
(Adjei et al., 2003; Mor and Tzipori, 2008; Eibach et al., 2015). Hence,
the dose response model with its parameter was chosen to reﬂect on the
prevalence of Cryptosporidium parvum in Ghana.

Table 3
Risk assessment for farmers with disaggregated data of various farms.

2.5. Risk characterisation
The annual probability of infection was estimated using the adjusted
gold standard given as (Karavarsamis and Hamilton, 2010)

Risk scenarios

Farm 1
Median

Farm 2
Median

Farm 3
Median

Farm 4
Median

Raw wastewater
Three tank system
Simple
sedimentation
Simple ﬁltration

5.44 × 10−4
1.59 × 10−5
9.24 × 10−5

5.89 × 10−4
1.73 × 10−5
1.01 × 10−4

6.18 × 10−4
1.81 × 10−5
1.05 × 10−4

5.21 × 10−4
1.52 × 10−5
8.84 × 10−5

5.04 × 10−6

5.45 × 10−6

5.69 × 10−6

4.82 × 10−6

N

P=1−

∏ (1 − Pinf,i)n

untreated wastewater and three on-farm treatment option (simple ﬁltration, simple sedimentation and three tank pond system), the upper
limit of detection was used as the worst case scenario for all scenarios in
the pooled data analysis.

(3)

i=1

where Pinf,i is the ith weekly probability of infection caused by Cryptosporidium and N is the number of periodic infection probabilities in a
year deﬁned with a uniform distribution of 40–52 weeks and n represents the period over which the assumption of constant daily infection probability is extended which is taken as 7 days. and P is the
annual risk of infection.
To account for variability and uncertainty in the parameters, different parts of the model were subjected to Monte-Carlo simulation of
100,000 iterations with hypercube sampling for the annual probability
of infection and a sensitivity analysis were done. All the models were
constructed in Microsoft Excel using the @ Risk 7.5 (Palisade
Corporation) software add-on to Excel.

3.1.2. Risk assessment with disaggregated data from farms
The annual median risk of farmers for each of the farms were found
to be 5.44 × 10−4, 1.59 × 10−5, 9.24 × 10−5 and 5.04 × 10−6 for
raw wastewater, three tank system, simple sedimentation and simple
ﬁltration respectively for Farm 1 (Table 3). All the other farms also
recorded higher risk (greater 1 out of a million per year) for farmers, it
is observed that, farm 3 poses a higher risk, followed by farm 2 and
farm1 with farm 4 having the least possible risk.
3.1.3. Risk assessment with aggregated (pooled) data of all farms
The daily median (50th percentile, Fig. 2) risk of infection were
found to be 6.34 × 10−6, 1.85 × 10−7, 1.07 × 10−6 and 5.82 × 10−8
and the mean infection were also found to be 6.38 × 10−6,
2.49 × 10−7, 1.19 × 10−6, and 1.37 × 10−7 for Raw Wastewater,
Three tank system, Simple Sedimentation and Simple Filtration respectively for the lower concentration, the daily median risk of infection for the upper concentration were 1.28 × 10−5, 3.73 × 10−7,
2.16 × 10−6 and 1.18 × 10−7 and the mean infection were
1.29 × 10−5, 5.04 × 10−7, 2.42 × 10−6, and 2.77 × 10−7for raw
wastewater, three tank system, simple sedimentation and simple ﬁltration respectively, whereas the geometric median concentration level
also recorded a daily risk probable estimation of 1.01 × 10−5,
2.96 × 10−7, 1.72 × 10−6 and 9.38 × 10−8 and the mean infection
were 1.02 × 10−5, 4.01 × 10−7, 1.92 × 10−6, and 2.20 × 10−7for
raw wastewater, three tank system, simple sedimentation and simple
ﬁltration respectively (Table 4, Fig. 2). As expected, the mean and
median risk estimates across all scenarios for the lower concentration
were lower than the upper concentration risk estimates and that of the
geometric mean concentration for all the scenarios falls within the
upper concentration risk estimates and the lower concentration risk
estimates.
The mean and the 50th percentile daily risk estimates for the upper
concentration were found to be lower than WHO benchmark of
1.0 × 10−6 when the three tank system and the simple ﬁltration onfarm treatment methods are adopted, nevertheless, the simple sedimentation falls short of less than 1 log of reduction whereas the estimates of the raw wastewater did not meet the daily risk estimate
benchmark.
The estimated annual median risk of infection for lowest detectable
Cryptosporidium oocysts concentration ranges from 3.78 × 10−6 to
4.09 × 10−4 and the mean ranges from 8.90 × 10−6 to 4.15 × 10−4
for all scenarios, the upper concentration limit has median risk estimate
ranges from 7.63 × 10−6 to 8.2 × 10−4 and its mean values range from
8.37 × 10−4 to 3.27 × 10−5 as well as the geometric mean oocysts
concentration with annual median risk ranges from 6.08 × 10−6 to
6.59 × 10−4 whereas its mean values ranges from 6.65 × 10−4 to
2.60 × 10−5 (Table 5). The mean and the 50th percentile probable risk
estimate of the upper concentration were all higher than the WHO
benchmark of 1.0 × 10−6 irrespective of the on-farm treatment option
adopted. These ﬁndings did not show any signiﬁcant deviation from the

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Results from Cryptosporidium
3.1.1. Prevalence of Cryptosporidium oocyst in sample irrigation water
An overall prevalence of 66.67% (48/72) for Cryptosporidium oocyst
positive presence was observed among the irrigation water samples.
Cryptosporidium oocysts were detected in all the water samples used in
the various farms as shown in Table 2. A prevalence of 55.6% (10/18),
61.11% (11/18), 77.78% (14/18) and 72.22% (13/18) oocyst positives
were observed in water samples for Farm 1, Farm 2, Farm 3 and Farm 4
respectively There was no signiﬁcant diﬀerence in detectable oocyst
during the two seasons (p = 0.525). as well as among the farms
(ANOVA), though it was established that, while all farms had positive
water samples in all seasons. Wet season which comes with rainfall
seemingly lowered the concentration of oocysts in water at all the farms
hence the lower mean Cryptosporidium spp. data as compared to the dry
season though no signiﬁcant observable diﬀerences (p > 0.05) were
recorded.
The probable risk from various microbial concentration levels was
assessed and the estimate of probability of infection per event/day as
well as the annual probability of infection were estimated. Four scenarios were adopted which includes the irrigation practices using
Table 2
Prevalence, average and test of signiﬁcant diﬀerence.

Farm
Farm
Farm
Farm
Total

Farm
Farm
Farm
Farm

1
2
3
4

1
2
3
4

Number tested

Number positive (%)

18
18
18
18
72

10(55.56)
11(61.11)
14(77.78)
13(72.22)
48(66.67)

Wet season

Dry season

p-Value

Pooled data

55.57
63.29
69.14
61.43

76.86
82.71
88.85
78.43

0.06
0.08
0.21
0.22

68.33
72.84
78.66
67.58

±
±
±
±

5.09
15.52
23.07
21.68

±
±
±
±

21.62
19.88
17.84
20.03

±
±
±
±

19.47
19.66
21.14
21.03

For detail analysis refer to supplementary sheet.
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Fig. 2. Annual cumulative risk assessment, (a)
Cryptosporidium spp. lower concentration (b)
Cryptosporidium spp. lower concentration (c)
mean Cryptosporidium spp. concentration.
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Table 4
Probability of infection per exposure for farmer.
Risk Scenarios

Range
52 oocysts/100 l
Mean

Raw wastewater
Three tank system
Simple sedimentation
Simple ﬁltration

105 oocysts/100 l
5th Percentile

−6

6.38 × 10
2.49 × 10−7
1.19 × 10−6
1.37 × 10−7

Annual probability risk scenarios

−6

2.54 × 10
4.83 × 10−8
3.88 × 10−7
6.42 × 10−9

50th Percentile
−6

6.34 × 10
1.85 × 10−7
1.07 × 10−6
5.82 × 10−8

95th Percentile

5th Percentile
−5

1.05 × 10
6.69 × 10−7
2.45 × 10−6
5.40 × 10−7

1.29 × 10
5.04 × 10−7
2.42 × 10−6
2.77 × 10−7

−6

5.12 × 10
9.75 × 10−8
7.85 × 10−7
1.30 × 10−8

50th Percentile
−5

1.28 × 10
3.73 × 10−7
2.16 × 10−6
1.18 × 10−7

95th Percentile
2.11 × 10−5
1.36 × 10−6
4.95 × 10−6
1.10 × 10−6

Geometric mean: 83.46 oocysts/100 l
Mean

5th Percentile
−5

Raw wastewater
Three tank system
Simple sedimentation
Simple ﬁltration

Mean

−5

50th Percentile

−6

4.07 × 10
7.74 × 10−8
6.22 × 10−7
1.01 × 10−8

1.02 × 10
4.01 × 10−7
1.92 × 10−6
2.20 × 10−7

95th Percentile

−5

1.68 × 10−5
1.08 × 10−6
3.95 × 10−6
8.73 × 10−7

1.01 × 10
2.96 × 10−7
1.72 × 10−6
9.38 × 10−8

1 × 10−5 (Mara and Sleigh, 2009; Mara and Hamilton, 2010; Mara
et al., 2010), then the probable median risk estimate value to the health
target were not met in all scenarios in this study. Should be noted that,
with the adoption of other on-farm practices such as wearing protective
gear during irrigation, a proper irrigation method combine with the onfarm wastewater treatment options could reduce the annual risk of
infection to an acceptable level, nevertheless, the farmers in the study
do not practice such other practices (wearing protective gear, using
proper irrigation methods such as drip irrigation).

disaggregated data of the various farms.
Wastewater irrigation as a practice for substituting freshwater for
irrigation purposes might be a good alternative, if wastewater treatment measures are put in place to ensure achieving an acceptable pathogen level for both unrestricted (Unrestricted irrigation is deﬁned as
permitting irrigation of all crops) and restricted (Restricted irrigation is
deﬁned as permitting irrigation restricted to salad crops and vegetables
that are eaten raw) irrigation as described in the WHO policy document
(WHO, 2011). Not surprisingly, farmers in developing countries engaging in non-mechanised farming have direct contact with the wastewater as a result of the use of improvised equipment for irrigation, it is
therefore predictable that, the estimate of median annual probability of
infection for upper detection level was higher than the recommended
benchmark of infection of 1.0 × 10−6 by Signor and Ashbolt (2009) or
the WHO standard of 1.0 × 10−6 (Mara and Sleigh 2009; Signor and
Ashbolt, 2009).
The WHO guideline states that, ‘If the overall burden of diseases
from other exposures is very high, setting a less stringent level of acceptable risk of 1 × 10−4 or 1 × 10−5 threshold may be more realistic'
as was argued by Mara and Hamilton (2010). In dealing with risk estimates for farmers who use improvised equipment and are much
higher of being directly exposed to pathogen infested wastewater, it is
important to stick to the more stringent benchmark of 1 × 10−6,
nevertheless, if one is to go by the argument made by Mara and
Hamilton (2010) for a less stringent health target of acceptable risk of

3.2. Sensitivity analysis
Sensitivity analysis was used to identify the model parameters with
signiﬁcant impact on the risk output. It was observed that the annual
probability of infection was very sensitive to Cryptosporidium spp.
concentration in irrigational water, the on-farm water treatment
method, daily accidental ingestion of wastewater and the total exposure
(frequency exposure) to wastewater for each irrigation period (Table 6).
These factors recorded a positive direct relationship with the risk estimate for the farmers and identify input parameters that can inﬂuence in
mitigating the risk that farmers are exposed to, with regard to wastewater used for irrigation. The sensitivity analysis indicated that, key
parameter for the risk estimate was the initial level of Cryptosporidium
spp. contamination level in wastewater and had a strong positive relationship with the risk estimate for all scenarios.

Table 5
Yearly risk of Cryptosporidium infection of farmers associated with accidental ingestion of wastewater for irrigation in Kumasi-Ghana.
Risk scenarios

Range
52 oocysts/100 l

Raw wastewater
Three tank system
Simple sedimentation
Simple ﬁltration

105 oocysts/100 l

Mean

5th Percentile

50th Percentile

95th Percentile

Mean

5th Percentile

50th Percentile

95th Percentile

4.15 × 10−4
1.62 × 10−5
7.79 × 10−5
8.90 × 10−6

1.64 × 10−4
3.12 × 10−6
2.51 × 10−5
4.16 × 10−7

4.09 × 10−4
1.19 × 10−5
6.94 × 10−5
3.78 × 10−6

6.86 × 10−4
4.37 × 10−5
1.60 × 10−4
3.51 × 10−5

8.37 × 10−4
3.27 × 10−5
1.57 × 10−4
1.80 × 10−5

3.33 × 10−4
6.33 × 10−6
5.07 × 10−5
8.37 × 10−7

8.26 × 10−4
2.42 × 10−5
1.40 × 10−4
7.63 × 10−6

1.38 × 10−3
8.83 × 10−5
3.23 × 10−4
7.12 × 10−5

Annual probability risk scenarios

Geometric mean: 83.46 oocysts/100 l
Mean

Raw wastewater
Three tank system
Simple sedimentation
Simple ﬁltration

5th Percentile
−4

−4

2.64 × 10
5.02 × 10−6
4.03 × 10−5
6.58 × 10−7

6.65 × 10
2.60 × 10−5
1.25 × 10−4
1.43 × 10−5

6

50th Percentile
−4

6.59 × 10
1.92 × 10−5
1.11 × 10−4
6.08 × 10−6

95th Percentile
1.09 × 10−3
7.03 × 10−5
2.57 × 10−4
5.68 × 10−5
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Table 6
Sensitivity analysis (Spearman's correlation coeﬃcient).
Parameter

Cryptosporidium spp. concentration
Volume of irrigation water accidentally ingested
Recovery rate
Total exposure
Treatment with three tank system
Treatment with simple sedimentation
Treatment with simple ﬁltration

Spearman's correlation coeﬃcient
Raw wastewater

Three tank pond system

Simple sedimentation

Simple ﬁltration

0.54
0.97
0.19
0.11

0.52
0.51
0.10
0.05
−0.84

0.61
0.77
0.14
0.07

0.59
0.29
0.05
0.03

−0.60
−0.95

appropriate measures to minimise the direct contacts with wastewater
as these tend to have a positive correlation. Farmers are important
stakeholders in the agricultural industry and potential on-farm management options together with irrigation methods and appropriate farm
equipment for irrigation purposes can assist in mitigating the risk of
Cryptosporidium spp. exposure during irrigation of farm products.
This study recommends some risk management strategies that could
be implemented to reduce potential exposure to Farmers during irrigation. WHO's multiple barrier approach supports a range of further
options for the management of risks from pathogens on farm such as:

3.3. Assumptions and uncertainty associated with the model
Quantifying the sources of uncertainty as well as variability is essential for QMRA. In this study, although Cryptosporidium oocyst concentration data from the sampling sites do not represent a comprehensive survey of wastewater for irrigation by farmers within Ghana,
nevertheless, it gives a fair perspective of Cryptosporidium contamination in wastewater.
Recovery eﬃciencies reported during the experimental work were
not uniform across all experimental procedures, hence recovery eﬃciency estimation theory by Petterson et al. (2007) was applied to take
into consideration uncertainty surrounding the diﬀerent eﬃciencies. In
addition, the QMRA model did not include Cryptosporidium oocyst inactivation owing to the assumption of direct accidental ingestion of
wastewater, leaving no interval for direct contact of oocysts with the
environment or sunshine, to initiate or continue the process of inactivation. It is known that oocyst inactivation is mostly inﬂuenced by
sunshine (Reinoso and Bécares, 2008). Furthermore, the dose estimation is a considerable source of uncertainty in this study, and did not
account for resistance due to temporary immunity of farmers as a result
of continuous exposure to the wastewater. Possibly, such acquired immunity of farmers is likely to reduce the risk of infection; however,
studies on acquired immunity of farmers to Cryptosporidium infection
are not currently available, studies have indicated higher levels of risk
of gastroenteritis for households which irrigate their farm with wastewater (Cifuentes, 1998), nevertheless, there are reports of limited cases
of gastroenteritis infection risk due to acquired temporary immunity
(Linnemann et al., 1984). There is a lack of comprehensive study on the
actual amount of Cryptosporidium spp. that could be ingested through
daily accidental ingestion of wastewater, which is due to improvised
equipment used in developing countries; this represents a source of
uncertainty that could lead to underestimation of risk to farmers that
could have been 1 or 2 logs of magnitude higher.
In this study, the QMRA level of annual risk of infection of farmers
did not meet the WHO benchmark; hence, reduction of the risk by a
higher oocyst concentration reduction in wastewater is required.

• A minimal (low-cost) wastewater treatment option (1–2 units pathogen reduction).
• Drip irrigation (2–4 log units pathogen reduction).
Other measures can include the following:

• Protecting the adopted on farm treatment option from external
•
•

sources such as birds and other animals which can re-contaminate
the treated water.
Using the appropriate water-can for irrigation such as capped watercan raised less than 0.5 m above the ground to reduce splashing and
hence reduce exposure to aerosol accidental ingestion as described
by Amoah et al. (2011).
Permitting sunlight to reach the treatment water option to assist in
photo-inactivation of potentially harmful pathogens.

Therefore, it is essential to prioritise Hazard Analysis Critical
Control Point (HACCP) initiatives to reduce the risk level that farmers
are exposed to while using wastewater for irrigation.
4. Conclusion
QMRA is a powerful tool for risk assessment of farmers directly
exposed to wastewater during irrigation. We estimated the annual
probable risk of infection of farmers with lower limit mean concentration, upper limit mean concentration, and the geometric mean
concentration of the pathogen concentration of Cryptosporidium oocyst
data from four (4) diﬀerent vegetable farms which use wastewater for
irrigation; Four (4) diﬀerent scenarios were presented. The results show
a higher risk of infection in all scenarios and did not meet the threshold
of 1 × 10−6 benchmark. Risk of infection were higher for estimates
with upper limit concentrations, followed by geometric mean oocyst
and then lower limit concentration. Due to this, a multi-barrier approach with a local policy guideline is a necessity to help minimize the
associated risk of infection of farmers using wastewater for irrigation.

3.4. Risk management strategies and recommendations
The risk from wastewater irrigation depends on several factors such
as irrigation method, wastewater treatment options, and requirement of
a multi-barrier approach, as outlined by WHO (2006). Given the
widespread practice of wastewater irrigation in Ghana, there is the need
for better wastewater regulation that will protect farmers and reduce
their contact with Cryptosporidium oocysts. This approach may need a
more proactive management approach to help minimise the risk due to
exposures. The WHO guidelines for wastewater reuse provide a detailed
structure for building country-speciﬁc reuse guidelines that include
various multi-barrier approaches that could be ﬂexible and consistent
with local policy, beliefs, and culture. The multi-barrier approach could
be focused in areas such as reducing Cryptosporidium spp. and daily
accidental ingestion of wastewater by farmers by incorporating

Acknowledgements
The authors would like to acknowledge the support of Rejoice
Ametepey for her administrative role in making sure all resources and
logistics were available for the study. The authors also duly
7

Microbial Risk Analysis 6 (2017) 1–8

A. Sampson et al.

irrigation-urban-and-periurban-areas-kumasi-ghana.
Keraita, B., Silverman, A., Amoah, P., Asem-Hiablie, S., 2013. Quality of irrigation water
used for urban vegetable production. International Water Management InstituteAccra, Ghanapp. 62–73.
Keraita, B., Silverman, A., Amoah, P., Asem-Hiablie, S., 2014b. Quality of irrigation water
used for urban vegetable production. In: Drechsel, P., Keraita, B. (Eds.), Irrigated
Urban Vegetable Production in Ghana; Characteristics, Beneﬁts and Risk Mitigation.
IWMI, Sri Lanka, pp. 62–74.
Linnemann, C.C., Jaﬀa, R., Gartside, P.S., Scarpino, PasqualeV., Clark, C.Scott, 1984. Risk
of infection associated with spray irrigation system used for farming. J. Occup Med
26 (1), 41–44. http://journals.lww.com/joem/abstract/1984/01000/risk_of_
infection_associated_with_a_wastewater.10.aspx.
Mara, D., Hamilton, A., Sleigh, A., Karavarsamis, N., 2010. Options for Updating the 2006
WHO Guidelines. World Health Organization.
Mara, D., Hamilton, A.J., 2010. Tools for Risk Analysis: Updating the 2006 WHO
Guidelines 7. WHOpp. 89–100. http://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=
eteKb8lnef4C&oi=fnd&pg=PA89&dq=Tools+for+Risk+Analysis+Updating
+the+2006+WHO+Guidelines&ots=fWlwKAyXem&sig=
Da7UKhrQac6W2zlr7aOZyD5BDzI.
Mara, D., Sleigh, A., 2009. Understanding and updating the 2006 WHO guidelines for the
safe use of wastewater in agriculture. World Health Organization.
Mara, D.D., Nigel, H., 2003. Handbook of Water and Wastewater Microbiology. Academic
Press. https://books.google.com/books?hl=en&lr=&id=T6biHTO4E3kC&pgis=1.
Mara, D.D., Sleigh, P.A., Blumenthal, U.J., Carr, R.M., 2007. Health risks in wastewater
irrigation: comparing estimates from quantitative microbial risk analyses and epidemiological studies. J. Water Health 5 (1), 39. http://dx.doi.org/10.2166/wh.2006.
055.
Mor, S.M., Tzipori, S., 2008. Cryptosporidiosis in children in Sub-Saharan Africa: a lingering challenge. Clin. Infect. Dis. 47 (7), 915–921. http://dx.doi.org/10.1086/
591539.
Mota, A., Mena, K.D., Soto-Beltran, M., Tarwater, P.M., Cháidez, C., 2009. Risk assessment of Cryptosporidium and Giardia in water irrigating fresh produce in Mexico. J.
Food Prot. 72 (10), 2184–2188.
Opintan, J.A., Newman, M.J., Ayeh-Kumi, P.F., Aﬀrim, R., Gepi-Attee, R., Sevilleja,
J.E.A.D., Roche, J.K., Nataro, J.P., Warren, C.A., Guerrant, R.L., 2010. Pediatric
diarrhea in southern Ghana: etiology and association with intestinal inﬂammation
and malnutrition. Am. J. Trop. Med. Hyg. 83 (4), 936–943.
Petersen, T.B., 2015. Zoonotic protozoan parasite Cryptosporidium spp. presence in low
quality water and on vegetables, (Master's thesis). University of Copenhagen,
Copenhagen, Denmark.
Petterson, S.R., Signor, R.S., Ashbolt, N.J., 2007. Incorporating method recovery uncertainties in stochastic estimates of raw water protozoan concentrations for QMRA.
Water Health 5(S1), 51–65. http://dx.doi.org/10.2166/wh.2007.142.
Reinoso, R., Bécares, E., 2008. Environmental inactivation of Cryptosporidium parvum
oocysts in waste stabilization ponds. Microb. Ecol. 56 (4), 585–592. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1007/s00248-008-9378-7.
Ryu, H., Abbaszadegan, M., 2008. Long-term study of Cryptosporidium and Giardia occurrence and quantitative microbial risk assessment in surface waters of Arizona in
the USA. J. Water Health 6 (2), 263–273. http://dx.doi.org/10.2166/wh.2008.030.
Samposn, A.E., 2015. Cryptosporidium spp Contamination and Risk Associated with the
Irrigation of Lettuce with Contaminated Water in the Kumasi Metropolis of Ghana,
(Master's thesis). Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, Kumasi,
Ghana.
Seidu, R., Heistad, A., Amoah, P., Drechsel, P., Jenssen, P.D., Stenström, T.-A., 2008.
Quantiﬁcation of the health risk associated with wastewater reuse in Accra, Ghana: a
contribution toward local guidelines. J. Water Health 6 (4), 461–471. http://dx.doi.
org/10.2166/wh.2008.118.
Signor, R.S., Ashbolt, N.J., 2009. Comparing probabilistic microbial risk assessments for
drinking water against daily rather than annualised infection probability targets. J.
Water Health 7 (4), 535–543. http://dx.doi.org/10.2166/wh.2009.101.
Silverman, A.I., Akrong, M.O., Amoah, P., Drechsel, P., Nelson, K.L., 2013. Quantiﬁcation
of human norovirus GII, human adenovirus, and fecal indicator organisms in wastewater used for irrigation in Accra, Ghana. J. Water Health 11 (3), 473–488. http://
dx.doi.org/10.2166/wh.2013.025.
Teunis, P.F.M., Chappell, C.L., Okhuysen, P.C., 2002. Cryptosporidium dose‐response
studies: variation between hosts. Risk Anal. 22 (3), 475–485. http://onlinelibrary.
wiley.com/doi/10.1111/0272-4332.00046/full.
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, 1995. ICR Protozoan Method for Detecting
Giardia Cysts and Cryptosporidium Oocysts in Water by a Fluorescent Antibody
Procedure. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Washington, DC EPA/814-B-95003.
WHO, 2006. WHO guideline for the safe use of wastewater, excreta and greywater. Safe
Use of Wastewater in Agriculture Vol. II Geneva, Swittzerland.
“WHO, Third edition of the WHO guidelines for the safe use of wastewater, excreta and
greywater in agriculture and aquaculture. Guidance note for national Programme
Managers and Engineers. Options for simple on-farm water.” 2011.

acknowledge the team at the Department of Parasitology, NMIMR,
especially, Messrs. Edward Dumashie, Koﬁ D. Kwoﬁe and Senyo Botchie
for their contribution and technical support. Lastly our thanks goes to
DANIDA for their support and to Hakan Vigre at Technical University of
Denmark as well as Torben W. Schou of DHI Denmark.
Supplementary materials
Supplementary material associated with this article can be found, in
the online version, at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.mran.2017.06.001.
References
Adjei, A., Lartey, M., Adiku, T.K., Rodrigues, O., Renner, L., Sifah, E., Mensah, J.D.,
Akanmori, B., Otchere, J., Bentum, B.K., Bosompem, K.M., 2003. Cryptosporidium
oocysts in Ghanaian AIDS patients with diarrhoea. East Afr. Med. J. 80 (7), 369–372.
Adjei, A.A., Armah, H., Rodrigues, O., Renner, L., Borketey, P., Ayeh-Kumi, P., Adiku, T.,
Sifah, E., Lartey, M., 2004. Cryptosporidium spp., a frequent cause of diarrhea among
children at the KorleBu Teaching Hospital, Accra, Ghana. Jpn J. Infect. Dis. 57 (5),
216–219.
Amoah, P., Drechsel, P., Abaidoo, R.C., 2005. Irrigated urban vegetable production in
Ghana: sources of pathogen contamination and health risk elimination. Irrig. Drain.
54 (S1), S49–S61. http://dx.doi.org/10.1002/ird.185.
Amoah, P., Drechsel, P., Henseler, M., Abaidoo, R.C., 2007. Irrigated urban vegetable
production in Ghana: microbiological contamination in farms and markets and associated consumer risk groups. J. Water Health 5 (3), 455–466. http://dx.doi.org/10.
2166/wh.2007.041.
Amoah, P., Keraita, B., Akple, M., Drechsel, P., Abaidoo, R.C., Konradsen, F., 2011. IWMI
Research Report. IWMI Research Report, vol. 2011 IWMIhttp://dx.doi.org/10.5337/
2011.201.
Chaidez, C., Soto, M., Gortares, P., Mena, K., 2005. Occurrence of Cryptosporidium and
Giardia in irrigation water and its impact on the fresh produce industry. Int. J.
Environ. Health Res. 15, 339–345.
Cifuentes, E., 1998. The epidemiology of enteric infections in agricultural communities
exposed to wastewater irrigation: perspectives for risk control. Int. J. Environ. Health
Res. 8 (3), 203–213. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09603129873480.
Drechsel, P., Keraita, B. (Eds.), 2014. Irrigated Urban Vegetable Production in Ghana:
characteristics, Beneﬁts and Risk Mitigation. (2nd ed.) Colombo, Sri Lanka.
International Water Management Institute (IWMI), pp. 247. http://dx.doi.org/10.
5337/2014.219.
Drechsel, P., Scott, C.A., Raschid-Sally, L., Redwood, M., Bahri, A., 2009. Wastewater
Irrigation and Health. International Water Management Institute and International
Development Research Centre, Earthscan, London. http://www.who.int/entity/
water_sanitation_health/wastewater/Flyer_Wastewater_Irrigation_and_Health_v2_
17092010.pdf.
Duhain, G.L.M.C., 2011. Occurence of Cryptosporidium spp in South African Irrigation
Waters and Survial of Cryptosporidium Parvum During Vegetable Processing.
University of Pretoria, South Africa.
Eibach, D., Krumkamp, R., Al-Emran, H.M., Sarpong, N., Hagen, R.M., Adu-Sarkodie, Y.,
2015. Molecular characterization of Cryptosporidium spp. among children in Rural
Ghana. PLoS Negl. Trop. Dis. 9 (3), e0003551. http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.
pntd.0003551.
Fayer, R., Morgan, U., Upton, S.J., 2000. Epidemiology of Cryptosporidium: transmission,
detection and identiﬁcation. Int. J. Parasitol. 30 (12–13), 1305–1322. http://dx.doi.
org/10.1016/S0020-7519(00)00135-1.
Furumoto, W.A, Ray, M., 1967. A mathematical model for the infectivity-dilution curve of
tobacco mosaic virsu: experimental tests. Virology 32, 224–233.
Hamilton, A.J., Stagnitti, F., Premier, R., Boland, A.-M, Hale, G., 2006. Quantitative
microbial risk assessment models for consumption of raw vegetables irrigated with
reclaimed water. Appl. Environ. Microbiol. 72 (5), 3284–3290. http://dx.doi.org/10.
1128/AEM.72.5.3284.
Karavarsamis, N., Hamilton, A.J., 2010. Estimators of annual probability of infection for
quantitative microbial risk assessment. J. Water Health 8 (2), 365–373. http://dx.doi.
org/10.2166/wh.2010.045.
Keraita, B., Drechsel, P., Klutse, A., Coﬁe, O. 2014a. Onfarm treatment options for wastewater, greywater and fecal sludge with special reference to West Africa. Colombo,
Sri Lanka: International Water Management Institute (IWMI). CGIAR Research
Program on Water, Land and Ecosystems (WLE). 32p. (Resource Recovery and Reuse
Series 1). https://dx.doi.org/10.5337/2014.203.
Keraita, B., Dreschsel, P., Hulbers, F., Raschid-Sally, L., 2002. Wastewater Use in informal
Irrigation in Urban and Periurban Areas of Kumasi, Ghana. The RUAF Foundation,
Urban Agriculture Magazine. http://www.ruaf.org/wastewater-use-informal-

8

