
 
 
General rights 
Copyright and moral rights for the publications made accessible in the public portal are retained by the authors and/or other copyright 
owners and it is a condition of accessing publications that users recognise and abide by the legal requirements associated with these rights. 
 

 Users may download and print one copy of any publication from the public portal for the purpose of private study or research. 

 You may not further distribute the material or use it for any profit-making activity or commercial gain 

 You may freely distribute the URL identifying the publication in the public portal 
 
If you believe that this document breaches copyright please contact us providing details, and we will remove access to the work immediately 
and investigate your claim. 
  
 

   

 

 

Downloaded from orbit.dtu.dk on: Apr 27, 2024

Accuracy of the analytical demagnetization tensor for various geometries

Bjørk, R.; d’Aquino, M.

Published in:
Journal of Magnetism and Magnetic Materials

Link to article, DOI:
10.1016/j.jmmm.2023.171245

Publication date:
2023

Document Version
Publisher's PDF, also known as Version of record

Link back to DTU Orbit

Citation (APA):
Bjørk, R., & d’Aquino, M. (2023). Accuracy of the analytical demagnetization tensor for various geometries.
Journal of Magnetism and Magnetic Materials, 587, Article 171245. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmmm.2023.171245

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmmm.2023.171245
https://orbit.dtu.dk/en/publications/b73a61f0-9064-4b5a-99a2-7e3342977ceb
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmmm.2023.171245


Journal of Magnetism and Magnetic Materials 587 (2023) 171245

A
0

Contents lists available at ScienceDirect

Journal of Magnetism and Magnetic Materials

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/jmmm

Research article

Accuracy of the analytical demagnetization tensor for various geometries
R. Bjørk ∗, M. d’Aquino
Department of Energy Conversion and Storage, Technical University of Denmark - DTU, DK-2800 Kgs., Lyngby, Denmark
Department of Electrical Engineering and ICT, University of Naples Federico II, I-80125 Naples, Italy

A R T I C L E I N F O

Keywords:
Demagnetization tensor
Accuracy
Numerical
MagTense
Magpylib

A B S T R A C T

We investigate the accuracy of the analytical expressions for the magnetostatic demagnetization tensor for
three different geometries by comparing these to the dipole field at far-away distances. We consider a prism,
tetrahedron and cylindrical tile geometry. We show that for the prism and tetrahedron tiles the median relative
error compared to the dipole field reaches below 10−7 at 200 tile radii away from the generating tile, while
the cylindrical tile has a median relative error of about 10−5 at this distance. Even at a distance of 104 tile
radii the relative error is below 10−2 for all tiles, also when single precision is used to calculate the magnetic
field. This shows that the demagnetization tensor is an accurate way of calculating the stray magnetic field
also for far-away distances.
1. Introduction

Calculation of magnetic field is important in a large number of
fields, from MRI scanners to electric motors. Besides their common
usages in motor and hard drives [1], magnetic fields are important in
robotics for navigation [2,3], in magnetohydrodynamics for computing
charged particle trajectories [4,5] as well as in geo- and astrophysics
considering the Earth’s and the Sun’s magnetic fields [6–8].

In all applications, the calculation of the magnetic field generated by
a collection of magnetic moments is needed. Unfortunately, calculating
this field, which is known as the demagnetization field or the stray
field, is numerically a time consuming task [9]. While fast multipole
methods [10–12] and fast 𝑘-space convolution methods [13] exists, and
tensor-grid methods [9,14] are in development, a computationally effi-
cient way of calculating the demagnetization field is using an analytical
expression for the demagnetization tensor. This is the tensor relating
the magnetization of the magnetic object to the produced field at a
given spatial location, and it depends on the shape of the magnetic
object [15]. For a number of geometries with uniform magnetization,
which we here term tiles, such as prisms [16], cylinder segments [17,
18], tetrahedrons [19], ellipsoids internally [20] and externally [21],
hollow spheres [22], cylinders of finite length [23], rings [24], Halbach
cylinders [25] and a regular cuboid grid [26,27], to name a few, the
demagnetization tensor can be calculated analytically.

The analytical expressions for some of the former geometries are
implemented in the MagTense framework [28,29] and the Magpylib
framework [30], while the regular cuboid geometry, using a Fast
Fourier transform, is used in e.g. the MuMax framework [31,32] for
micromagnetic calculations.

∗ Corresponding author.
E-mail address: rabj@dtu.dk (R. Bjørk).

However, as shown by Ref. [33] the demagnetization tensor is
inaccurate far from the generating source for a regular cuboid grid. In
that work, an analytical expression for the demagnetization tensor for a
regular cuboid grid, taken from Ref. [26], was studied. Using the scal-
ing of the demagnetization field and the numerical precision of double
floating numbers, the authors asserted that at tile separations greater
than approximately 300 tiles, the analytical computation will contain
no significant digits because of numerical cancellations. By defining
the error relative to an exact (to machine precision) computation of
the demagnetization tensor, they indeed found that the error reaches a
value of around 1 at approximately 300 tile distance. For this reason
micromagnetism simulations frameworks such as OOMMF [34] only
consider the demagnetization field accurately close to the originating
tile, while further away use an asymptotic expansion for the demagneti-
zation field [33]. Other micromagnetic codes, such as MaGICo [35–37]
combine analytical and numerical computation of the demagnetization
tensor at small and large distances, respectively.

While the demagnetization tensor for the regular cuboid grid has
been shown to be inaccurate at large distances from the generating tile,
it is not known what the accuracy is of the analytical expressions for
the demagnetization tensor for all other geometries besides the regular
cuboid grid investigated in Ref. [33]. As these expressions are both used
in micromagnetic [29,38] and magnetostatic calculations [30,39] it is
crucial to investigate this in detail.

2. Theory

The analytical expressions for the demagnetization tensor for vari-
ous geometries are based on Gauss’s law for magnetism and Ampere’s
vailable online 20 September 2023
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law. They are derived considering a single magnetized body 𝛺 in the
hole space and assuming no free currents, which means that the
agnetic field vector 𝐇 is irrotational everywhere. It can therefore be

xpressed as the gradient of a scalar field, termed the magnetic scalar
otential, 𝜙𝑀 , as

= −∇𝜙𝑀 . (1)

The relation between the magnetic field 𝐇, the magnetic flux density
and the magnetization 𝐌 is defined as

= 𝜇0(𝐇 +𝐌) (2)

here 𝜇0 is the vacuum permeability.
By using this relation in the definition for the scalar potential, taking

he divergence and remembering Gauss’s law for magnetism, ∇ ⋅𝐁 = 0,
esults in a Poisson-like equation

∇ ⋅ (𝜇0∇𝜙𝑀 ) = −∇ ⋅ (𝜇0𝐌) . (3)

e remark that magnetization is assumed to be nonzero only within the
egion 𝛺. Thus, the latter equation must satisfy the following condition
n the boundary of 𝛺, that is the surface 𝑆′

̂ ⋅ [−∇𝜙𝑀 ]𝑆′ = 𝐧̂ ⋅𝐌 , (4)

here we have denoted with 𝐧̂ the outward normal on the surface 𝑆′

nd with [−∇𝜙𝑀 ]𝑆′ the jump of the vector field 𝐇 = −∇𝜙𝑀 across 𝑆′.
he above equations have the same form as those for the electrostatic
ield produced by assigned (volume and surface) charges densities
nd lead to identify the volume and surface equivalent magnetic charge
ensities 𝜌𝑀 = −∇ ⋅𝐌 and 𝜎𝑀 = 𝐧̂ ⋅𝐌, respectively.

The solution of Eqs. (3)–(4) for a homogeneously magnetized body,
.e. such that 𝐌 is constant in 𝛺 (and, consequently, 𝜌𝑀 = 0), is the
calar potential produced only by the surface charge density 𝜎𝑀 = 𝐧̂ ⋅𝐌

and is given by [40]:

𝜙𝑀 (𝒓) = 1
4𝜋 ∮𝑆′

𝐧̂(𝐫′) ⋅𝐌(𝐫′)
‖𝐫 − 𝐫′‖

d𝑆′. (5)

The above equation has two sets of coordinates. The coordinates
marked with a ′ are the coordinates of the face that creates the magnetic
field, whereas the non-marked coordinates are to the point at which the
field is evaluated. The magnetic field is obtained by combining Eqs. (1)
and (5):

𝐇(𝐫) = −𝛁𝜙𝑀 (𝐫) = −∇ 1
4𝜋 ∮𝑆′

𝐧̂(𝐫′) ⋅𝐌(𝐫′)
‖𝐫 − 𝐫′‖

d𝑆′. (6)

Here it is worth noting that the gradient operator and the integration
are with respect to different sets of coordinates: the gradient operator is
with respect to the unprimed coordinates, while the integration is with
respect to the primed coordinates, as can also be seen in the equation.
Eq. (6) can be formally written as the product of a tensor, called the
demagnetization tensor, N, and the (constant) magnetization as

𝐇(𝐫) = −N(𝐫) ⋅𝐌 . (7)

The demagnetization tensor contains all the geometrical informa-
tion on the generating tile, and can be calculated analytically for several
geometrical objects or tiles, such as a prism [16], cylinder [17,18],
tetrahedron [19], ellipsoid [20,21] and hollow sphere [22]. For each
of these the magnetic field at a point 𝐫 can then be found if the geo-
metrical specifications of the tile, i.e. its size, orientation and location
in space, is known. In terms of this work, the interest is on the accuracy
of the demagnetization tensor for the prism [16], tetrahedron [19] and
cylindrical tiles [17,18], as shown in Fig. 1.

We can assess the error in the demagnetization tensor by consider-
ing the fact that far away from any magnetic object, the magnetic field
𝐇 should approach that produced by a magnetic dipole. This can be
seen by considering that the magnetic scalar potential can be expressed
by means of the multipole expansion [41] in powers of 1∕𝑟 as

𝜙 = 𝜙0 + 𝜙1 + 𝜙2 +… (8)
2

𝑀 𝑀 𝑀 𝑀
where the 𝜙𝑛
𝑀 term is proportional to 1∕𝑟𝑛+1. In magnetostatics, one

has 𝜙0
𝑀 = 0 (zero net magnetic charge) and, at distances far away from

the source generating the field, it is usual practice to restrict oneself to
the dipole term 𝜙1

𝑀 , as this will dominate the expansion above [42].
The dipole field is given as

𝐇dipole(𝑟) =
1
4𝜋

(

3𝐫̂(𝐦 ⋅ 𝐫̂) −𝐦
𝑟3

)

, (9)

where the magnetic moment 𝐦 is given by the product of the magneti-
zation and the tile volume and 𝐫̂ is the unit vector from the tile center
to the point at which the field is evaluated.

We can thus define the relative error in the magnetic field calculated
using the analytical demagnetization tensor in a given point as

Rel.error =
‖𝐇analytical −𝐇dipole‖

‖𝐇dipole‖
(10)

.e. as the norm difference in the field between the analytical demag-
etization field and dipole field, normalized by the norm of the dipole
ield.

. Geometry

In the following, we take the magnetization to be 𝐌 = [1, 1, 1] in
rbitrary units.

The following three tile geometries were considered: prism, cylin-
rical tile and tetrahedron. These are shown in Fig. 1. Their specifics
re discussed individually below.

For each tile considered we define a tile radius and tile center,
hich is used to quantify the distance from the tile to the point that

he magnetic field is evaluated in. Then we generated 121 spheres
ith radii varying uniformly in logspace between 0 and 10,000 tile

adius and with each sphere having 2452 points uniformly distributed
n its surface. The field is then evaluated in each of these points and
ompared with the dipole field using Eq. (10).

.1. Prism tile

The prism tile is defined by its center coordinates, [𝑥0, 𝑦0, 𝑧0] and
ts size, [𝑎, 𝑏, 𝑐]. Its center is simply the center of the prism tile and the
ile radius is defined as 𝑟tile =

√

(𝑎∕2)2 + (𝑏∕2)2 + (𝑐∕2)2. The analytical
expression for the demagnetization tensor is taken from Ref. [16] in the
implementation in the MagTense framework [28].

3.2. Tetragonal tile

The tetrahedron tile is defined by the coordinates of the four ver-
tices, where e.g. vertex 1 has coordinates 𝑣1 = [𝑣1𝑥, 𝑣1𝑦, 𝑣1𝑧]. The center
for the tetrahedron is taken to be the centroid given by [𝑥0, 𝑦0, 𝑧0] =
[(𝑣1𝑥+𝑣2𝑥+𝑣3𝑥+𝑣4𝑥)∕4, (𝑣1𝑦+𝑣2𝑦+𝑣3𝑦+𝑣4𝑦)∕4, (𝑣1𝑧+𝑣2𝑧+𝑣3𝑧+𝑣4𝑧)∕4].
The tile radius is taken to be the circumsphere of the tetrahedron.
The analytical expression for the demagnetization tensor is taken from
Ref. [19] in the implementation in the MagTense framework [28].

3.3. Cylindrical tile

The cylindrical tile is defined by its center position, (𝑟0, 𝜃0, 𝑧0) and
its extent in the radial, angular and height directions, (𝑑𝑟, 𝑑𝜃, 𝑑𝑧). There
is no analytical expression for the centroid of the cylindrical tile, so
the centroid position and the tile radius is found using a Monte Carlo
approach.

The analytical expression for the demagnetization tensor exists in
different forms. The full solution in closed analytical form was recently
derived in Ref. [18] and is implemented with all special cases in the
Magpylib framework [30]. However, a semi-analytical solution where
only four components of the tensor, 𝑁𝑥𝑦, 𝑁𝑥𝑧, 𝑁𝑦𝑧 and 𝑁𝑧𝑦, have
been expressed fully analytically while the five remaining components
contain integrals that have to be evaluated numerically, have also been
published in Ref. [17]. This solution in implemented in the MagTense
framework [28]. In the following the fully analytical solution from
Magpylib [30] is used for the cylindrical tile unless otherwise stated.
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Fig. 1. The three tile geometries considered in this work.
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4. Results

4.1. Tile geometries

To show the accuracy of the demagnetization tensor, we initially
calculated the relative error as defined above for the previously men-
tioned 2452 points on a spherical surface for 121 spheres with radius
varying uniformly in logspace between 0 and 10,000 tile radius. For
each of the 121 spheres, we computed the median relative error. This
was done for the three different tile geometries for two different tile
sizes, one with equal and one with unequal dimensions.

We consider a prism tile which has dimensions [𝑎, 𝑏, 𝑐] = [1, 1, 1],
and another prism tile with dimensions [𝑎, 𝑏, 𝑐] = [1, 2, 3], i.e. tiles
with different aspect ratios. For the cylindrical tile, we consider a
tile with center position [𝑟0, 𝜃0, 𝑧0] = [1, 𝜋∕8, 0] and size [𝑑𝑟, 𝑑𝜃, 𝑑𝑧] =
[1, 𝜋∕8, 1] as well as a tile with center position [𝑟0, 𝜃0, 𝑧0] = [2, 𝜋∕8, 0]
and dimensions [𝑑𝑟, 𝑑𝜃, 𝑑𝑧] = [2, 𝜋∕8, 3]. Finally, for the tetrahedron, we
consider a tile with vertices 𝑣1 = [0, 0, 0], 𝑣2 = [1, 1, 0], 𝑣3 = [0, 1, 1], 𝑣4 =
[1, 0, 1], as well as a tile with vertices 𝑣1 = [0, 0, 0], 𝑣2 = [1, 1, 0], 𝑣3 =
[0, 2, 2], 𝑣4 = [3, 0, 3].

The relative error as function of distance from the tile in terms
of the previously defined tile radius is shown in Fig. 2a. As can be
seen from the figure, the relative error in the field is initially high, as
the field close to the tiles are not identical to the dipole field, simply
due to the shape of the tiles themselves. As the radius at which the
field is evaluated increases, the relative error decreases substantially
until around ∼102 tile radii, at which point the relative error starts to
increase for all tile types. Even at 104 tile radii the median relative error
is below 10−2 for all tiles.

The reason that the relative error increase after ∼102 tile radii
is mostly due to numerical cancellations of two similar surfaces on
the tiles. In fact, remembering that the demagnetization tensor is
constructed by integration of Eq. (6) across the surface of a given tile,
it is so that opposite surfaces will contribute with terms with opposite
sign, due to the term 𝐧̂(𝐫′) ⋅ 𝐌(𝐫′), i.e. the dot product of the surface
normal and the magnetization of the tile. For very large distances, two
such opposing surface terms approach each other in magnitude, as the
distance between the surfaces becomes much smaller than the distance
to the field evaluation point, while having opposite sign. This can cause
numerical cancellations to occur when the terms are summed, similarly
to what is reported in Ref. [33].

Interestingly enough, the analytical demagnetization tensor expres-
sions for the prism and tetrahedron tiles seems to be much more
numerically robust compared to the cylindrical geometry. However, as
it can also be seen from the figure, this is only the case for the tiles with
an aspect ratio of one, which indicates that the numerical instabilities
in the analytical expressions in the demagnetization tensor cancel out
for these tiles. Note also that the cylinder tile reaches a constant relative
error. This will be discussed subsequently.

Instead of considering the field at equal distances from the gener-
ating tile, we can also consider level surfaces (isosurfaces) of the field
magnitude. The norm of the dipole field is given by

‖𝐇 ‖ = 1 𝑚
√

1 + 3sin2(𝜃) (11)
3

dipole 4𝜋 𝑟3 (
here 𝜃 is the spherical polar angle. Isolating for 𝑟 and converting
rom spherical to cartesian coordinates, the coordinates for constant
alues of ‖𝐇dipole‖, normalized by the norm of the magnetization, can
e determined. The median relative error evaluated at these points,
or decreasing values of ‖𝐇dipole‖ corresponding to increasing distances
rom the tile, is shown in Fig. 2b. This figure displays the same trend
s Fig. 2a, but now the value of ‖𝐇dipole‖∕‖𝐌‖ at which the dipole
ield and the demagnetization field diverge can be determined, which
s around 10−7 to 10−10.

.2. Tile aspect ratios

It is of interest to investigate the influence of the tile dimensions on
he relative error. Shown in Fig. 3 is the relative error at 103 tile radii
or the different tiles as function of specific tile dimensions.

For the prism tile the 𝑎- and 𝑏-dimension are varied with respect
o the 𝑐-dimension, such that the tile dimensions are [𝑎∕𝑐, 𝑏∕𝑐, 𝑐]. For
he cylindrical tile we consider a tile with center position [𝑟0, 𝜃0, 𝑧0] =
𝑘𝑟 ∗ 1, 𝜋∕8, 0] and size [𝑑𝑟, 𝑑𝜃, 𝑑𝑧] = [𝑘𝑟 ∗ 1, 𝜋∕8, 𝑘𝑧 ∗ 1]. Finally,
or the tetrahedron, the coordinates of the vertices 𝑣3 and 𝑣4 are
aried independently, such that the tile is given by 𝑣1 = [0, 0, 0], 𝑣2 =
1, 1, 0], 𝑣3 = 𝑘3 ∗ [0, 1, 1], 𝑣4 = 𝑘4 ∗ [1, 0, 1].

As can be seen from the figure, varying the size of the prism tile
esults in a symmetric distribution of the relative error with respect to
he 𝑎 and 𝑏 dimensions of the tile. Generally, the more asymmetric the
ile is, that larger the relative error becomes. For the cylindrical tile,
he relative error becomes large for the tile with large radial extent and
ow thickness, and generally the tile should have about the same radial
xtent as its thickness in order for the relative error be to low. Finally,
or the tetrahedron, again the more asymmetric the tile becomes, the
arger the relative error is.

. Discussion

.1. Singularities for the cylinder tile

As noted earlier, the cylindrical tile warrants special attention.
hown in Fig. 4 is the relative error in all field evaluation points for
he cylindrical tile for both the Magpylib [18,30] and the MagTense
mplementations [17,28] for the cylindrical tile with center position
𝑟0, 𝜃0, 𝑧0] = [1, 𝜋∕8, 0] and size [𝑑𝑟, 𝑑𝜃, 𝑑𝑧] = [1, 𝜋∕8, 1]. As can be seen
he values are distributed fairly closely around the median value for
tile < 300 tile radius. However farther away from the tile than this
ery large relative error values appear, with the relative error being up
o 105. These values originate from the single evaluation point laying
n the same 𝑧-value as the tile center, 𝑧0, i.e the evaluation point at the
phere north- and south pole centered on the tile. For this point exactly
he numerical error becomes very large. This happens both for the
emi-analytical (MagTense), and the fully analytical implementations
Magpylib).
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Fig. 2. (a) The median relative error in the magnetic field as function of distance from the tile center for three different tiles with two different tile sizes as given in the legend
and (b) the median relative error in the magnetic field as function of surfaces of constant ‖𝐇dipole‖.
Fig. 3. The log10 of the relative error as function of two of the tile dimensions for the prism, tetrahedron and cylindrical tiles.
Fig. 4. The relative error as function of distance in units of the tile radius for both
the Magpylib and MagTense tile implementations. The data points for each radius is
uniformly distributed on a sphere.

5.2. Numerical precision

It is also of interest to compare the numerical precision of the
analytical demagnetization tensor when using single precision compu-
tations. Shown in Fig. 5 is the relative error for the tiles introduced
earlier computed in both single and double numerical precision, i.e. a
4

prism tile with dimensions [𝑎, 𝑏, 𝑐] = [1, 1, 1], a cylindrical tile with
center position [𝑟0, 𝜃0, 𝑧0] = [1, 𝜋∕8, 0] and size [𝑑𝑟, 𝑑𝜃, 𝑑𝑧] = [1, 𝜋∕8, 1]
and a tetrahedron tile with vertices 𝑣1 = [0, 0, 0], 𝑣2 = [1, 1, 0], 𝑣3 =
[0, 1, 1], 𝑣4 = [1, 0, 1]. As can be seen from the figure, reducing the nu-
merical precision to single means that the lower relative error plateaus
around 5 ∗ 10−8 for both the prism and tetrahedron tiles, while the
cylindrical tiles are not affected by the lower numerical precision.

6. Data statement

The demagnetization field computed in all cases are directly avail-
able from Ref. [43]. This includes the script used to compute the field
from MagTense and Magpylib directly.

7. Conclusions

We have investigated the accuracy of the analytical expressions
for the demagnetization tensor by calculating the stray magnetic field
and comparing this to the field generated by a dipole, as these should
be identical at distances far from the tile. The relative error, i.e. the
difference between the magnetic field of the tile calculated using the
analytical expression and the dipole field, reaches below 10−7 at 200
tile radii away from the generating tile for the prism and tetrahedron
tiles, while the cylindrical tile has a median relative error of about 10−5

at this distance. Even at 104 tile radii the median relative error is below
10−2 for all tiles.

If the tiles have an aspect ratio very different from 1, the relative
error can increase, although such geometries are typically not used
for generating meshes. Finally, we show that using single precision for
calculating the magnetic field is as accurate as using double precision
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Fig. 5. The relative error as function of distance from the tile, for different tile types,
in double and single numerical precision.

except for prism and tetrahedron tiles at distances of around 102 tile
adii, where a small gain in accuracy is possible using double precision.
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