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New rooms for blended learning  
- a case study 
 

(University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2015) 

Lauge Clausen – Ph.D.-fellow at DTU Env. 

Steffen Foss Hansen – Associate professor at DTU Env. 
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Blended learning 

Consensus that blended learning markedly improves the learning outcome  
 

E-learning Group work Lectures Quiz’s Hands on Other 

Blended learning 

improves learning output 

Bonk and Graham (2012), So and Brush (2008), Pereira JA et al. (2007), López-Pérez et al. (2011), Heba and 
Nouby (2008), Kazu and Demirkol (2014) and Boyle et al.(2003) and many more...  
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What does the physical surroundings do to blended learning? 

The physical surroundings 

We know a lot about working environment… 

… but is there is a natural limit to what you can achieve with 
blended learning dependent on room and interior design? 

 

Do our traditional teaching rooms facilitate blended        
learning sufficiently? 
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Course 12240  
Environmental management and ethics 

- Taught since 2003           
(2010 in the present form) 
 

- Master level 
 

- Approx. 70 students 
 

- 5 ECTS points (60 ECTS/year) 
 

- Duration: 3 weeks during Jan. 
 

- Multi-cultural class 

 
Blended learning is implemented by: (Interactive) Lectures, quiz’s, debates, 
different types of group work and workshops, reading material, literature 
review, reports. 
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The traditional classroom (2010-2014) 

Traditional classroom 

Additional work space 
for group work 
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Feedback from the students 2010-2014 

Comments about the room:  

“A lecture room with more daylight.” 
 

“Poor room for debates.” 
 

“Fun to discuss but not in a lecture hall with 60 people.” 
 

“Completely wrong  to do that much class room lectures with 70 
students” 
 

“Bad akustics in the auditorium.” 
 

“This course calls for a lot of discussion and interaction which is 
favored on a different setting.” 
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Feedback from the students 2010-2014 

Other comments:    

“Generally a ok class” 
 

“It's a very dynamic course.” 
 

“It is good that the debates have been in different ways.” 
 

“The lectures have been a little bit static.” 
 

“The standard of the lectures.” 
 

“Too many people in a very big room.” 
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The new teaching facilities 

Additional work space 
for group work 

New classroom 
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Impression of the room in use 
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