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Introduction  
Rethinking Transport in the Øresund Region 

___________________________________________ 
 

Øresund EcoMobility contributes to knowledge creation for sustainable transport and 
green logistics, city transport, and energy systems with a specific focus on the conditions 
and needs of the Øresund region. In this book, long distance goods transport and 
strategies for green corridors through the Øresund and Europe are studied, multi-criteria 
models for analysis in transport and infrastructural planning are tested, City Logistics and 
the challenges within urban areas are scrutinised, challenges for fossil free transport 
systems are analysed, and mobility management in municipalities and use patterns in 
leisure travel are considered. In addition, the role of knowledge transfer between 
companies is examined. New energy systems are fundamental in creating a sustainable 
future, but are not enough – new forms of governance, planning, and stakeholder 
involvement to create sustainable supply chains are also needed. In the Øresund Region, 
the largest hub in Scandinavia for transport of goods and people, efficient and at the same 
time environmentally safe transport is a key factor for sustainable regional development. 

The Øresund Region is comparable to many other growth regions in the world, although, 
it has been fortunate enough not to suffer from the worst drawbacks of recent increases in 
transport development. However, this does not mean that we can become complacent. 
Increased congestion, noise, and emissions that largely can be attributed to transport of 
goods and people, have become evident. Today, with climate change at the forefront of 
the agenda for policy makers and public authorities, companies, organisation, and citizens 
it is important for all stakeholders, present and future, to become engaged in the 
discussion surrounding the implications of growth in the transportation network of the 
Øresund Region. Rethinking Transport in the Øresund Region: Policies, Strategies and 
Behaviours, is an important contribution in such a process of knowledge sharing and 
capacity building for the region. 

Øresund EcoMobility aims at innovating for economic, social, and environmental 
sustainability by addressing issues of green logistics, city transport, travel behaviour, and 
renewable energy systems. Through using new approaches to transport policies and 
legislation, by exploring new strategies in decision making and demand management, and 
by allowing for new forms of association to induce better allocation and use of resources 
and infrastructure, this book provides some of the answers and paths forward to help 
achieve a more sustainable future. 
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The Øresund Eco Mobility Project  

In the Øresund Region, a wide range of initiatives to bring about climate friendly 
solutions within the transport sector have been launched during the last decades. Some of 
the efforts were the result of policy changes in Sweden and Denmark, but many took the 
form of discreet projects and experimentations, often sprung out of local and regional 
initiatives. A whole set of different actors, other than just public decision makers, have 
been involved in innovating and implementing solutions for a transition to climate 
friendly transportation. These included businesses, universities, and multi-actor networks. 
These efforts are instrumental to the development of knowledge and regional 
competencies. In 2009, the Øresund EcoMobility project was initiated to gather these 
competencies in a unified network of universities, industries, and regional authorities and 
to share this knowledge. The project is co-financed by the European Regional 
Development fund, InterregIVa.  

 

The contributions to this book  

A wide range of transport related knowledge development and knowledge sharing with 
specific focus on the conditions and needs of the Øresund Region, is outlined in this book 
and presented in three parts. The first part of the book deals with policies, resources, and 
infrastructure. In particular, how to comply with the demand for a more sustainable 
transport system by new frameworks for governance, involving a range of different actors 
is discussed. The prospects for shifting from oil-based fuel to alternative vehicle fuel, 
such as biogas, and the implications this might have for the society are addressed. 
Furthermore, the possibilities for creating a green freight transport corridor in the 
Øresund Region and how to design an attractive region considering both the 
environmental and business aspects are examined.  

The second part of the book deals with strategies and decision making for sustainable 
transport and logistics, from a number of different perspectives. The chapters in this part 
range in topics from dealing with logistical challenges and governance in Urban 
Distribution, via the development of a decision support model for sustainable transport 
planning, to the role of inventory control and shipment consolidation in planning. Several 
of the chapters stress the importance of stakeholder involvement in the process of 
planning new approaches in City Logistics, as well as advocating shop characteristics as a 
main factor for successful implementation of Urban Consolidation Centres. In addition, 
the central role of logistics service providers in the green supply chain and new business 
models are discussed. New forms of association including Public–Private–Partnerships, 
social enterprise, and reassessment of legislation are also explored. Companies are also 
capable of learning from each other, and this section of the book presents examples from 
which small and medium enterprises (SMEs) may learn from large companies’ 
sustainability programmes. Together, these chapters present important tools and new 
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approaches to sustainable transport and logistics for different stakeholders in the Øresund 
Region.   

The third and final part of the book brings together contributions that deal with demand-
side aspects and end-user perspectives in the transition towards climate friendly 
transportation. Departing from the understanding that technology-centred solutions to the 
challenges of sustainable mobility will not be sufficient on their own, the contributions in 
this part of the book are unified by the underlying concern of how to bring about change 
in travel behaviours. The contributions tackle this concern from two complementary 
perspectives.  

 

Part 1: Policies, resources, and infrastructure   

The political, infrastructural, and resource base for climate friendly transportations are set 
out in Part 1 Policies, resources, and infrastructure. In the first Chapter, “Governance for 
sustainable transport in the Øresund Region,” Jamil Khan introduces the concept of 
governance (as opposed to government) and show how sustainable mobility efforts in the 
Øresund Region are shaped and implemented, not only by public decision makers, but by 
a whole set of different actors. He discusses the need for policy change at different levels 
(policies, institutions, and paradigms), in order to induce long-term change towards a 
low-carbon transition, and the experience of mobility management against this backdrop. 
Furthermore, he shows that the projects, initiatives, and policies, that are described and 
analysed in this book, can be placed in a larger framework of sustainable transport 
governance in the Øresund Region. The main conclusion in the chapter is that the path 
towards sustainable transport is shaped by, and dependent on, the collaboration and 
interactions of a complex set of different actors, both public and private organisations, as 
well as individuals acting as consumers and citizens. 

In Chapter 2, “Rapid adaption of the transport system in light of peak oil – vulnerability 
and fuel-saving potential in the Øresund Region,” Karin Neergaard and Katarina Evanth 
explore how the transport system can be adapted to decrease the use of fossil oil. They 
examine what level of oil savings is achievable in the event of a crisis and which 
measures can be implemented quickly, e.g. within half a year. The measures with the 
greatest potential in the Øresund Region (aside from the mandatory measures of fuel 
rationing and driving bans) are identified as those that increase the share of public 
transport trips. Several of the measures that are suggested in the chapter, for instance 
measures that decrease transport demand, are also measures with many co-benefits and 
high cost-effectiveness. It should also be noted that many of these measures also help to 
address other problems including local air pollution, global carbon dioxide emissions, 
traffic noise, barrier effects, and congestion. 

In the chapter on “A green transport corridor within the Øresund region,” Per Homann 
Jespersen and Sandrina Lohse look at the challenges for the Øresund region as a transit 
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